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Abstract

Rice landraces in Buriram province are very diverse in terms of rice genetic
diversity which is worth conserving for developing to be the recommended rice
varieties in the future. The objectives of this research were: (1) to examine
information, beliefs, traditions, cultures, economy, society, and local wisdom of the
rice landraces farmers, (2) to survey the rice landraces, (3) to investigate the
morphology of the rice landraces, and (4) to identify the rice landraces utilization and
conservation according to the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy of Buriram province
via surveying and studying from an experiment planting the rice landraces in the rice
plot, and interviewing. The results showed that (1) in the past the farmers have had
the unique ways of life, cultures, and traditions in rice farming. They have had the
beliefs, respect, and faith in the rice goddess as seen many rituals such as the first
ploughing ritual, the first sowing ritual, the first harvesting ritual, the ritual for calling
the soul of the rice goddess, gathering for rice seedling transplantation, the ritual for
receiving the soul of rice goddess to rice threshing yard, the ritual for receiving rice to
the rice barn, and taking out rice from the barn, etc. Nowadays, the aforementioned
rituals have been conducted less than before. Some families stopped doing the
rituals because the new generation of the rice farmers do not have time or do not
place the importance on these rituals. (2) There are 60 rice varieties of rice landraces
found in Buriram province which consisted of 15 types of sticky rice, namely Kum,
Bugmuai, Pong-aew, Pidtanok, Luemphua, Laoteak, San pah tawng, Homnangnuan,
Niewdum, Niewdum Chaophraya, etc. 45 types of regular rice, namely Kasat,
Khaophrathep, Chaokhao, Chaoloi, Johjaptonkhao, Sukruang, Dokmei, Dongdieo, Tako,
Tacharoen, Taya, Tumpruen, Taiwan, Nangkhong, Nang-roi, Niengkuang, Phalun,

Mahachai, Rootjumpia, Riceberry, La-ong, Yailem, etc. (3) In terms of morphology of



the rice landraces, it was found that the characteristics of the rice landraces are
diverse such as blade pubescence, blade color, basal leaf sheath color, flag leaf
angle, ligsule color, ligule shape, ligule length, auricle color, color of node and leaf
sheath , internode color, and panicle. (4) Most farmers plant rice landraces for many
reasons such as for household consumption, for feeding animals, for healthy eating

diet, in terms of taboos, for selling to generate household income, and for processing.

Keywords: Rice Landraces, Rice Landraces Conservation, Buriram Province
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