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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to: 1) analyze factors affecting categorization of organic and non-organic rice growers in
Nongbote sub-district, Nangrong district, Buriram province using organic and non-organic farming, and 2) create a group
classification equation in predicting membership of farmers who grow rice using organic and non-organic agriculture.
A sample used in the study was 381 farmers growing rice using organic and non-organic agriculture who were divided
into 129 organic rice growers and 252 non-organic ones. The sample was selected by proportional allocation stratified
sampling. The instruments used in the study

were a questionnaire having a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of .84. Statistics used in data analysis were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and discriminant analysis. Findings of the study were as follows.
1) The factors affecting the categorization of organic and non-organic rice farmers in Nongbote sub-district, Nangrong
district, Buriram province included gender (Al), age (Az), marital status (AS), career experience (AS), land owner status
(B)), sales of agricultural products (B), social status (C,), knowledge level in organic rice farming (D,), knowledge level
in managing weed problems with organic agriculture (Dz), knowledge level in managing aphids problem with organic
agriculture (D3), knowledge level in the use of chemicals (Da), level of information perception in organic rice farming
(D,), and perception level about chemical hazards (D). All of the 13 variables could be brought to create a group
classification equation in predicting membership of farmers who grow rice using organic and non-organic agriculture

with 95.80% accuracy. The group classification equation could be displayed in the standard scores as follows:

Z,,=150Z }+ATT(Z )+.155(Z 5 )-217(Zg)+.335(Zg }+.222Z  J+.052Zpy 140.194(Zp )
+262(Zpy )+.250Zy +315(Zpy )+.252(Z, )

Keywords : Categorization ; Organic Rice Farmers ; Buriram Province
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