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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study the development of the community forest along
the Chi River in the Ban Maracommunity; 2) to study the local cultural knowledge in conserving the
community forest; and 3. to apply local cultural knowledge in conserving the community forest of the Ban
Mara community of Nong Teng Sub-district, Krasung District, Buriram Province Thailand. Process Participatory
Action Research (PAR) The data were collected from the key informants, selected based on their making
use of the natural resources of the forest for consumption. The results revealed that there were 5
knowledge areas: 1) knowledge of the development of the community forest along the Chi River; 2)
knowledge of the culture in receiving benefit from the community forest; 3) knowledge of the economical
culture stemming from the community forest; 4) knowledge of the belief about Pi Poo Ta (ancestor ghost);
5) knowledge of the beliefs self-behavior for making use of the forest. This knowledge was applied to
conserve the commmunity forest along the Chi River, which led to regulations regarding the use of the forest,
the changes in the behaviors of the villagers that are receiving benefits from the forest, and the building up
of the sense of forest conservation. This was done through the activities of tree ordination and planning on
2 August 2016. Further, the findings from conducting the research also will help the villagers understand
and be aware of the effect of buming the forest, leading to changes in their thinking in an effort to make
the most use of the natural resources of the forest by growing wild bamboo, Siam tulip, wild potato, and

so on, along the ridge of crop farms for building up the food base for the community in the future.

Keywords: Application, Cultural Tradition, Local Believe, Conserving Community Forest Along
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